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NATIONAL AGREEMENT ON CLOSING THE GAP VITAL TO MAKING CHANGE
This National Reconciliation Week, Australians are challenged to be brave and make change.
Members of the Coalition of Peaks have been doing change-making work in and for their
communities for more than 50 years. The National Aboriginal Community Controlled Health
Organisation (NACCHO) which has a membership of 144 community-controlled health services in
every jurisdiction of Australia is one of the key members of the Coalition of Peaks and strongly
supports the National Agreement on Closing the Gap.
It was a desire to continue driving change that led the Coalition of Peaks – now a representative
body of over 70 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community-controlled peak organisations– to
enter a genuine, formal partnership with Australian governments to Close the Gap.
This historic partnership and associated National Agreement on Closing the Gap set out how
governments and the Coalition of Peaks will change the way they work together, to improve the
lives of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. It also provides a framework for governments,
policy makers, service delivery organisations and institutions, and all Australians, to take meaningful
action towards reconciliation.
“A reconciled Australia is a country in which Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have full
control over our own destinies. A country where we live freely and equally, unencumbered by
trauma and poor life outcomes, and where there is true recognition of our rights as First Peoples of
this land, and our cultures and languages are honoured, protected and flourish”, said Lead Convener
of the Coalition of Peaks and CEO of NACCHO, Ms Pat Turner AM.
“The National Agreement can make real changes in the lives of our people, but we won’t get there
without Australians understanding it and the part they play in its implementation.
“The National Agreement’s outcomes are centred on what Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people have been saying for decades is needed to achieve equality in life outcomes between our
people and other Australians, while strengthening our right to self-determination and identity as
First Nations peoples.”
NACCHO Chair Donnella Mills said, “NACCHO has been working on this new National Agreement on
Closing the Gap, as a member of the Coalition of Peaks. This agreement belongs to all of us!
“The National Agreement is built on four priority reforms to address ongoing critical issues around
the social determinants of health such as housing, environment, access to health services,
education, justice and others as the targets in there.
“We have worked with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities for decades on matters
that are important to our people and are best placed to represent areas like health, early childhood,
education, land and legal services.”

For those wanting to be brave and make change this National Reconciliation Week, the Coalition of
Peaks is putting out the challenge to:
•
•
•
•

Become familiar with and learn about both the Partnership and National Agreements.
Support their implementation and promote them in your own organisation or business.
Encourage your community to become involved.
Talk to governments on how to apply the commitments under the Agreements to
communities and organisations across the country.

