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NACCHO welcomes the funding for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Aged Care Workforce

The National Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Organisation (NACCHO) welcomes the
announcement from Minister for Aged Care, Anika Wells, on the $86 million funding support for the
Trusted Indigenous Facilitator-Aged Care Workforce program.

Pat Turner AM, NACCHO CEO said, ‘We are grateful to receive this investment that will help us deliver
much better outcomes for our Elders. Over the life of the program, we will see 250 staff, predominately
drawn from local communities, onboarded across our sector nationally to support Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Elders.’

The ACCHO sector are best placed to deliver this program because, ‘We have worked with Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander communities for decades on matters that are important to our people and are best
placed to represent areas like health, aged care, early childhood, education, land and legal services,’ stated
Pat Turner.

‘The program will be developed and implemented in genuine partnership, where equal weight is given to
the sector’s voice at the table alongside that of governments and agencies, ensuring equal decision-making
authority with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. This aligns with our goals in the National
Agreement of Closing the Gap, to improve outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.’

Overseeing the program will be our established NACCHO Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Aged Care
Advisory group consisting of Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Organisations (ACCHOs) nationally
who are currently involved in aged care or wanting to become a provider. This group will be responsible for
advising NACCHO on implementing the program, including informing the development of a model of care,
service linkages, and workforce training requirements.
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NACCHQO is the national peak body representing 144 Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Organisations (ACCHOs)
across the country on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health and wellbeing issues. NACCHO is the third largest
employer of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in Australia, with over 3,500 out of the 6,000 staff working in
ACCHO:s being either of Aboriginal and or Torres Strait Islander background.

Many NACCHO members have almost 50 years of experience in the delivery of comprehensive primary health care.
Services are delivered through fixed, outreach and mobile clinics operating in urban, rural and remote settings across
Australia.
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