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Standing on the shoulders of greatness

NAIDOC Week 2022: Get Up! Stand Up! Show Up!
CEO of the National Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Organisation and Lead Convener of the
Coalition of Peaks, Pat Turner AM says NAIDOC Week 2022 calls upon us to Get up, Stand up and Show
up, which can be tough! But as Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, we know how important it is.
‘We know that to achieve the changes necessary to improve the health, wellbeing, and economic
prosperity of our people, we have to make this choice every day.
‘On the days that are especially tough, I remember that we stand on the shoulders of exceptional humans
who have changed Australia for the better! Like my Uncle, Dr Charlie Perkins, Oodgeroo Noonuccal, Eddie
Mabo, Gladys Elphick, Albert Natmajira, Faith Bandler, Vincent Lingiari, all our mothers, fathers,
grandmothers and grandfathers who’s presence and strength are endless, and to our ancestors who
maintained and handed down a rich culture that makes us who we are today. That makes us strong.
‘I am the daughter of an Arrente man and a Gurdanji woman and I grew up in Alice Springs. Being
Aboriginal and of the First Peoples of this Country is my story, the story of who I am.
‘And this is just one of the multitudes of worthwhile reasons that help me to Get Up, Stand Up, and Show
Up, every day.
Pat further added, ‘Over time, and through our continual storytelling, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples have reclaimed some of our Country back through native title and land rights, and as momentum
builds towards a national Treaty as part of the Uluru Statement from the Heart, the significance of our
stories continues.
‘As the first CEO of NITV and working in the Aboriginal space for a long time, it is exciting to see the
explosion of young people on social media, advocating for social justice, celebrating, and reconnecting
with their identities and languages.
‘The stories I grew up with were told under big gum trees, out on porches, sometimes laying in swags and
looking up to the stars. I would listen as my mother and father told the stories of my family and about our
Country, and from others, I heard the stories of the fight for the civil rights of Aboriginal people.
‘Both these stories helped to shape who I am today. They gave me my sense of what it means to be an
Aboriginal person and instilled a fire in me to imagine and work towards a better future for our peoples.’
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NACCHO is the national peak body representing 144 Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Organisations (ACCHOs)
across the country on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health and wellbeing issues. NACCHO is the third largest
employer of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in Australia, with over 3,500 out of the 6,000 staff working in
ACCHOs being either of Aboriginal and or Torres Strait Islander background.
Many NACCHO members have almost 50 years of experience in the delivery of comprehensive primary health care.
Services are delivered through fixed, outreach and mobile clinics operating in urban, rural and remote settings across
Australia.

