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National Oral Health Strategy

« The Department of Health and Aged Care is currently reviewing and
revising the content and effectiveness of the previous National Oral Health
Plan (2015-2024).

* First Peoples Health Consulting (FPHC) were commissioned to lead
targeted engagement with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
communities.
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Consultation Questions

* Around 20 ACCHQOs and Affiliates took part from urban to very remote and from all
jurisdictions

Questions:

 What community need and want to improve their oral health.

« The barriers and enablers to oral health access.

« The barriers and enablers for ACCHOs in providing oral health care.

 Reflections on the content and effectiveness of the current National Oral Health
Plan (2015-2024).
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What you told us

 Embed oral health within primary health care services
« Strengthen support for ACCHOs to deliver and expand dental services
« Reform funding models to improve and expand service delivery

* Prioritise preventive oral health strategies and community oral health
literacy

* Invest in workforce development and capacity building.

« Enhance cultural safety across mainstream health services
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Recommendations

« approaches that recognise the critical role of oral health in overall physical and mental health
and wellbeing across the life course.

« ACCHOs are funded through the IAHP funding to deliver comprehensive dental care services

« administration of the CDBS scheme is improved to enhance accessibility, simplify claiming
processes, and support greater utilisation by eligible families

« ACCHOs are funded to design, develop and deliver oral health education campaigns to
support preventive activities across the community

» Targeted initiatives to increase the number of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander dentists,
oral health therapists, dental assistants and oral health promotion workforce.
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Public consultation

There will be a public consultation on the draft Plan in the coming months.

If you'd like to give us your perspective, or be involved in our response,
please let us know!

policy@naccho.org.au

OR you can contact the Departmental team directly with your input:
NOHP@healthconsult.com.au

You can keep track of progress at:
https://www.health.gov.au/news/developing-the-national-oral-health-plan-
2025-2034
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The National Strategy for Food
Security in Remote Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander
Communities

Launched on 17 April 2025
Access the Strategy at:

https://www.niaa.gov.au/resource-centre/national-
strateqy-food-security-remote-first-nations-communities
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The National Strategy for Food Security in
Remote First Nations Communities

The Strategy identifies seven key pillars which aim to provide a holistic
approach to addressing food insecurity at a systems level

Housing,
Infrastructure,
Country and Health and and Environmental  Families and Healthy
iti Health Communities Economies
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Government Early Actions

Low-Cost Essentials Subsidy Scheme (the Scheme)

« aims to reduce cost of living & high rates of food insecurity in remote communities

* reducing the cost of 30 essential products
 comparable to urban supermarket prices

« 152 stores can access the Scheme — 102 stores signed up so far

NACCHO advocating to include other essential items as part of the Scheme

* Infant formula, fresh fruit & vegetables

Stores must sign up to the Code to access the Scheme
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Government Early Actions

National Code of Practice for Remote Store Operations

(the Code)

Voluntary

aims to encourage stores to limit sales of unhealthy items

changes to stock displays
staff training
governance improvements

« Stores will be supported to meet Code standards
« Any remote store can sign on to the Code

Stores must sign up to the Code to access the Scheme
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Implementation of the Strategy

NACCHO has been funded to facilitate sector involvement in development
of the implementation plan

NIAA will establish an Implementation Governance Group, including Affiliate & jurisdictional
government representatives

« development of the Implementation Plan

« Oversight of the monitoring and evaluation framework

NACCHO is currently meeting with Affiliates to agree on ways of working and develop a
common approach and priorities for the Implementation Plan.
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National Food Security Strategy

NACCHO recommended:
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The National Food Security Strategy reflects a ‘heath in all policies’ approach.

Including equity as a new guiding principle, or whole-of-system consideration,
incorporating principles of food sovereignty.

Including water and energy security as an additional whole-of-system consideration.

The development of a stakeholder collaboration framework detailing roles and
responsibilities of key partners across health, climate change, energy, water,
environment, trade, infrastructure and national security.

The Department works in partnership with community-controlled organisations to design,
lead, and inform the development of a National Food Security Strategy.
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Health in a Changing Climate
Policy Context

National Health and Climate Strategy released in 2023

* Key principle: First Nations communities’ knowledge and experience
must be central to decision-making on climate and health policy at all
levels

 Consultations identified a governance gap at the intersection between
the health of First Nations people and climate change

Climate Change and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health

* Lowitja Institute’s discussion paper (2021) and position papers (2023),
highlight the importance of First Nations leadership on climate and
health

* Focuses on building shared decision-making structures for climate-
health action

NACCHO 5%

B
- -._-'&_ ‘ustrubian Leovernment
: i Departisat of Healil
amad Aged Care

National
Strategy

fRhowma

Climate Change and Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Health


https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/national-health-and-climate-strategy?language=en
https://www.lowitja.org.au/resource/climate-change-and-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-health/

Consultations

Health, Climate, and our Future: Online

Consultations
Open to all ACCHO and ACCOs staff

20 ;-1&*,.5:_.‘1_!# !—r A e
Workshops with our Expert Advisory . ¥ - .
Group

Visit to Katherine to hear from local

services NACCHO =
Health, Climate & Our Future
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What we heard

Housing = Health

Poor housing causes poor health
and increase inillness such as
RHD.

Poor housing contributes to
overcrowding and increase in
financial stress

Health impacts rising

Increase in heat related illness, and
prevalence and severity of chronic
illness

ACCHOs and ACCOs under
pressure

Workforce shortages and need to
adapt to climate impacts and
changing presentations

Country is changing
Physical changes to Country due to
climate, and change in season

Impacts on Culture

Cultural practice is hindered which
causes an impact on social and
emotional wellbeing

Social strain

Impacts on social and emotional
wellbeing and increased contact
with other sectors

System reform

Need to fund and support
community-led solutions
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Next Steps

* Project wraps up in December
« Position paper on housing and climate

* Advice on the kinds of supports ACCHOs might need to
undertake climate risk assessments

* |nput into the draft National Health Adaptation Plan

NACCHO

National Aboriginal Community
Controlled Health Organisation




Australia’s National Climate Risk Assessment 2025 National Health and Climate Strategy

https://www.acs.gov.au/pages/national-climate-risk- https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/nation
assessment

al-health-and-climate-strateqy?language=en

Climate risks to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples

https://www.acs.gov.au/pages/systems-atsip

Australian
Climate
S

Australia’s National
Climate Risk Assessment
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Gender under-valuation review




Gender undervaluation

Fair Work Commission (FWC) have conducted an inquiry into gender-undervaluation
across a number of professions. The review impacts Dental Assistants (DAs) under the
ACCHS Award.

AHWs and AHPs, and other professions under the Award were not in scope for this
review.

NACCHO, VACCHO and the relevant unions (ACTU, HSU, UWU) have worked
together to present a common approach to the FWC throughout the proceedings.
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https://www.fwc.gov.au/document-search/view/2/aHR0cHM6Ly9zYXNyY2RhdGFwcmRhdWVhYS5ibG9iLmNvcmUud2luZG93cy5uZXQvYXdhcmRzL01vZGVybkF3YXJkcy9NQTAwMDExNS5kb2N40?sid=&q=MA000115

Two key changes.

The first change, will amend the Award to include an indication of expected
cultural skills for Generalist AHWs and advanced AHWSs.

The second change, was that the pay structure for DAs be integrated into the
Health Worker classification structure under the Award.

You can read the draft determination and related statement here. The provisional
decision is here.
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The final decision.

A directions hearing was held on Monday 13 October, and a final decision is likely to
be made in the coming weeks.

It is likely changes will be introduced at the start of 2026.

You can read the second draft determination here.

Latest information can be found at: https://www.fwc.gov.au/hearings-decisions/major-cases/gender-
undervaluation-priority-awards-review
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Reviewing the ACCHS Award.

NACCHO believes that AHW and AHP rates under the Award have also been
undervalued and this needs to changed.

The ACTU and other unions have indicated their interest in continuing to work
together after this review is completed to bring a case to review the Award as a

whole.

NACCHO is committed to consultation with you and Affiliate organisations over
the coming months to determine the scope of changes that would be supported

by the sector.
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Questions?

National Oral Health Plan

National Food Security Strategy for Remote Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Communities

Health in a Changing Climate

Fair Work Commission — gender undervaluation review

policy@naccho.org.au
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