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Syphilis update



What is syphilis?
Highly infectious bacterial infection

Sexually transmitted, and mother to infant

Causes serious harm: fetal death, heart failure, meningitis, hearing 
loss, arthritis, dementia 

Curable!



Syphilis data

3



Presentation name 4

Syphilis rates 
by 
state/territory
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people

2024 



Congenital syphilis data
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Testing rates
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24% of 15-34 year olds each 
quarter

Higher than ever!

41% per year compared to ~15% 
in private GP

But:
• Some areas higher than others
• Many more women tested

24%



Who should be tested and when (as part of comprehensive 
STI testing)

WHO?

Anyone 15yrs+

Key focus: 

• 15-34 year olds
• Women of reproductive 

age
• Their partners

HOW? 

Software prompts

Routine inclusion in 
templates 

CQI and clinical audits

Outreach and engagement

WHEN? 

When attending for 
(almost) anything

Also:
• All 715s
• Antenatal care (3-5 times)
• Contraception/repro health 

appointments
• When requested
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Point of care syphilis testing

Screening test for syphilis infection 
Can’t tell between old (treated) infection and new
And will be negative early in infection (few weeks)

Test and treat model

Engagement tool

Outreach and community events

New tests hopefully coming soon!
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