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Highly infectious bacterial infection
Sexually transmitted, and mother to infant

Causes serious harm: fetal death, heart failure, meningitis, hearing
loss, arthritis, dementia

Curable!
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Syphilis data

L4 A
203:000%¢,00°
[ PA
(] ) o0 00 ¢

Age standardised Infectious syphilis notification rate per 100 000 population by Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander status, 2014-2023
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Syp h i I is rates Infectious Syphilis Notification Rates by SA3

Q1 2024 to Q4 2024
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Congenital syphilis data

Number of congenital syphilis notifications, by Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander status, 2015-2024
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Testing rates

Figure 13 a-b: Proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander clients attending participating ACCHS

who received a syphilis test (PoCT and/or serology), quarter and year, Q3 2018* — Q4 2024 (a. all age
groups b. target age group 15-34 years)

b. Target age group (15-34 years)
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Who should be tested and when (as part of comprehensive

STl testing)

WHO?

Anyone 15yrs+

Key focus:

* 15-34 year olds

 Women of reproductive
age

* Their partners

NACCHO 5%

WHEN?

When attending for
(almost) anything

Also:
 All 715s
« Antenatal care (3-5 times)

« Contraception/repro health
appointments

 When requested

HOW?

Software prompts

Routine inclusion in
templates

CQIl and clinical audits

Outreach and engagement




Point of care syphilis testing

Screening test for syphilis infection
_— 9 yP

Can't tell between old (treated) infection and new
And will be negative early in infection (few weeks)

Test and treat model

Engagement tool

Outreach and community events

New tests hopefully coming soon!
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